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Hawkeye Fact Sheet
What is Hawkeye?

Hawkeye compiles information from multiple sources and assesses the consolidated input for indications of a wildland fire.  It provides near real-time wildland fire alerts to federal, state, and local wildland fire agencies via the US Forest Service (USFS).
Who manages Hawkeye reporting?

As the lead federal agency for wildland fire, the USFS manages Hawkeye reporting.

What is the purpose of Hawkeye?

Hawkeye has three primary objectives:

· Provide early indications of wildland fires, especially in regions where alternative reporting sources are limited or nonexistent.

· Provide geolocation services for wildland fires whose location may not be very well determined

· Provide confirmation of previously reported wildland fires

What does Hawkeye report?

Hawkeye provides text alerts containing date, time, latitude, longitude, and confidence factor.

How often does Hawkeye report?

Hawkeye attempts to provide an initial report within 5 minutes of meeting the minimum reporting threshold.  It also provides updates every half hour until the fire is below minimum reporting threshold.
What is the minimum reporting threshold?

It depends.  The minimum reporting threshold is meet once a suitable combination of sources and inputs are present.  

What is Hawkeye system availability?

Hawkeye is nominally available 24/7/365 with the occasional scheduled outage for maintenance.  Unscheduled outages occur occasionally due to system issues.

Does Hawkeye see all wildland fires?

No.  Hawkeye attempts to balance rapid reporting while minimizing misreporting of non-wildland fire events.  To deliver a quality product, some fires may not be reported because the available information does not meet minimum reporting criteria.

Are Hawkeye alerts always wildland fires?

Not necessarily.  Hawkeye is tuned to only report wildland fires.  However, from time-to-time Hawkeye does misreport on non-wildland fire events.  As a result, Hawkeye does not guarantee an alert is a wildland fire.

What size wildland fire does Hawkeye report?

A wildland fire is typically several acres or more before it reaches minimum reporting threshold.
What is the Hawkeye coverage area?

Hawkeye assess all available information.  Information is usually available across the lower 48 states plus Alaska, Hawaii, Canada, and Puerto Rico.

What is the accuracy of Hawkeye alerts?

Given uncertainties associated with provided information, Hawkeye reports at a accuracy of approximately 1000 meters.

What is confidence factor?

Confidence factors are provided as low, medium, and high. The confidence factor increases as the combination of sources and responses increase.
The purpose of a low confidence factor is to provide rapid notification of a potential wildland fire event.  A low confidence is usually associated with the initial notification of a potential fire.  It is generated as soon as possible after a potential event has reached the minimum reporting threshold.

The purpose of a high confidence factor is to provide additional assurance that a potential fire is real and to minimize the chance of a false notification.  A high confidence factor indicates the fire is well above the minimum reporting threshold.
A medium confidence is an intermediate confidence between low and high confidence.

Do all potential wildland fire events proceed from low to medium to high confidence?

No.  If a potential wildland fire event is well above minimum reporting threshold prior to the release of the initial report, the initial alert may be reported at a medium or high confidence.  Also, if a potential fire event remains at or just above the minimum reporting threshold, it may never be reported at a medium or high confidence.

How long does it take for a potential wildland fire to go from a low to a high confidence?

It depends.  For rapidly growing wildland fires, it can be a few minutes between the low and high confidence alert.  For more diffuse fires, the confidence factor may not change much or at all.
How do I receive Hawkeye alerts?

The USFS routinely post Hawkeye alerts upon receipt to their Enterprise Geospatial Portal (EGP).  Hawkeye is not available via the EGP public-access site.  To view Hawkeye alerts, please do so using your EGP account.  Hawkeye alerts are on the IgPoint tab.  To request an EGP account, go to https://egp.nwcg.gov/egp/default.aspx. 

Near real-time Hawkeye text alerts can also be provided to downstream users per prearrangement with the National Interagency Fire Center (NIFC).  Please contact egp@firenent.gov to begin the process of receiving tailored alerts.
Can I receive archived Hawkeye alerts?

Yes.  You can retrieve archived Hawkeye alerts from EGP using your EGP account.
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