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2018 NOTABLE EVENTS 



2018 NOTABLE EVENTS 
•  Ferguson fire  in Mariposa County 

July 13, 2018  96,901 Ac.  

•  Carr Fire in  Shasta County July 
23, 2018 ,  229,651 Ac. 

•  Mendocino Complex fire in 
Mendocino, Lake, Colusa and 
Glen July 27, 2018, 459,123 Ac 

•  Camp Fire in Butte County  
November 8, 2018, 153,336 Ac 

•  Woolsey Fire, Ventura and Los 
Angles County  November 8, 
2018,  96,949 Ac 

 



2018 NOTABLE EVENTS 

Indices record at or 
near records for the 
month of July 
when the  Ferguson, 
Carr and Mendocino 
Complex fire stared. 

Carr and 
Mendocino - ERC Ferguson - ERC 

Carr and 
Mendocino –
1000hr  Fuels 



FERGUSON 

Heavy Fuel Loading from past 
drought – Bug kill 



CARR 

A large pyrocumulus cloud (or cloud of fire) explodes outward during the Carr 
Fire near Redding, Calif., on July 27.  (Josh Edelson/AFP/Getty images) 



CARR 



CARR FIRE, FIRE TORNADO 
July 26, 2018. The fire tornado was a large rotating 
fire plume that was roughly 1000 feet in diameter at 
its base. Winds at the base of the fire tornado 
reached speeds in the range of 136-165 mph (EF-3 
tornado strength),  



MENDOCINO COMPLEX 



MENDOCINO COMPLEX, LANSTAT 8  



CAMP AND WOOLSEY FIRE  



2018 NUMBER OF FIRES AND ACRES 



TOP 20 CALIFORNIA WILDFIRE LIST 



2019 SUMMER OUTLOOK 

GOES-17 satellite image of a massive storm hitting California on February 2, 2019 
NOAA 



2018/2019  SIERRA PRECIPITATION 



Since Start of 
Water Year 

(Oct 1, 2018) 

Past 30 days 
ending May 
18th 2019 

Current WX - Percent of Normal Precipitation 



Current WX -Drought Monitor 

May 15,  2018 May 14,  2019 



CURRENT WX – SNOW WATER CONTENT 
% April 1st Avg/% May 20th Normal 

2018 
5%/13% 

9%/18% 

6%/11% 

2019 
60%/149% 

80%/155% 

73%/136% 



Fuels – North Zone 1000 hr FM 



FUELS - HERBACEOUS CARRYOVER MITIGATED 

Spring 2019 

Fall 2018 March 26 2018 

March 29 2019 



2018/2019 WINTER 



Significant	
vegetation	

damage	from	
Feb	13th	

Snowstorm		

Localized	Mortality	N.	Sacramento	Vly	

Generally impacting 
elevations below 2000 ft 



CURRENT GROWING SEASON: ABOVE NORMAL 
GREEN-UP 

Sierra Foothills Rangeland Forage Production Data 
1939 lbs/acre April 1st, 2019 4185 lbs/acre May 1st, 2019 



2019 SUMMER OUTLOOK 



2017 SUPER BLOOM YEAR 

      SIMILARITIES 
•  Multiple weather systems 
•  Higher than normal rainfall amounts 
•  Atmospheric River events 

 2019 SUPER BLOOM YEAR 



2017 SUPER BLOOM YEAR LED TO LATE SEASON 
FIRES 



VENTURA COUNTY FUEL MOISTURE UPDATE 



OUTLOOK SUMMARY 

•  We are seeing some of the same patterns that occurred 
in 2017 

•  The large amount of rainfall has led to an extensive grass 
crop that will contribute to fast moving early season fires 
in the grass. 

•  A potential for large, late season fires as the remaining 
grass crop will support wind driven combustion of the 
larger fuels after they have dried/cured. 

•  Areas above 6000 ft to have below normal to normal 
large fire potential due to the abundant slow melting snow 
pack 



QUESTIONS? 


