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2021 NIROPS Closeout Meeting

GTAC Update on NIROPS-related 
Activities

Will Royer
Geospatial Analyst, USFS GTAC
December 13, 2022

Hermits Peak, New Mexico
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Outline
• Website and Online Ordering Updates
• CDE KML
• NIROPS 2 KML Tool
• 2022 Aircraft 3 Support

Clear Fire, Alaska

Clear Fire, AK
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Website/Online Ordering Updates
• Online ordering was very stable throughout 2022 season

• 1(?) outage
• Security updates – CAPCHA for new accounts
• Added “Workflow for NIFS” Tab by year
• Mapboxes will be transitioning to Open Street Map
• Currently Website is undergoing a major overhaul

• Transition to new PHP framework
• Website should be up and running with full functionality by February
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CDE KML Updates

• Draw Display order fixed
• Now (0-6hr, 6-12hr, 12-24hr)

• Various data-sourcing issues resolved
• MODIS Detects now pull from “new” FIRMS sources

• Merged AK and lower 48 inputs
• Active Fire Perimeters Updated to pull directly from new 

NIFC Source
• Few outages for VIIRS detects due to sensor issues
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NIROPS 2 KML Tool
• Tool now ingests Geodatabases
• Will convert to Shapefiles
• Vertex limit for large files resolved
• Naming and Verbiage fixes
• Feedback appreciated!
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NIROPS Website Statistics
• 35,616 visits to website

• Down 6.38% vs 2021
• 11,833 unique visitors

• Up 12.2% vs 2021
• Continued increase in usage of mobile devices

• Tablets and mobile make up 25% of total visits
• Up from 17% in 2021

Overall NIROPS Website Visitation 2022
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• Busy (?) Season 
• Early start in SW
• Active Alaska Season
• End-Product Contract Cessation

• Support began on April 20
• Hermits Peak

• Support Ended November 11 
• Mosquito

• 418 taskings across 7 GACCs
• NGA and NCAC/USGS Analysts Rotated weekly

• Worked Simultaneously during busy periods (Alaska)

Aircraft 3 Support Summary



Geospatial Technology and Applications Center  |  GTAC                                                                       Mapping Our Future |  8

• Suiattle River
• White River
• Irving Peak
• Seven Bays
• Chillwack Complex
• NW Pasayten

• Mosquito

• Aspen
• Red
• Fairview
• Radford
• Rodgers
• Border 32
• Fairfield

• Lime Complex
• Clear
• Minto Lakes
• Bean Complex
• Middle Tanana Complex
• Slathtouka
• Minnkowhin
• Aghaluk Mountain
• Bitzshitini
• Door Mountain

• Hermits Peak
• McBride/Nogal Canyon
• Tunnel
• Crooks
• Cooks Peak
• Cerro Pelado
• San Rafael

• Chalk Mountain
• 1148 Fire
• Nelson Creek
• Honey Creek
• River Bottom 2
• Colony
• Smoke Rider
• Hermosa
• Big Sky
• Burns Creek
• Fountain Creek
• Gate 6
• TNT
• Pine Pond

• Fish
• Sugarloaf
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Aircraft 3 Support by GACC

Geographic 
Area

Number of 
Fires

Number of 
Requests

UTF-
Weather

UTF –
Other

Acres

NW 6 27 4 9 44,464

North Ops 1 46 1 1 76,786

South Ops 7 39 4 10 49,672

AK 9 151 53 40 1,107,954

SW 9 91 4 8 231,004

RM 2 4 1 1 6,780

SO 16 60 1 25 13869

Total 50 418 68 94 1,530,529

Acreage based on last mapped acreage for each incident.
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Aircraft 3 Support by Month

Month # of Support 
days

# of Fires GACCs 
Supported

April 24 8 1

May 11 5 1

June 5 4 1

July 31 16 2

August 15 14 2

September 26 11 3

October 16 1 1

November 2 1 1
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Extended Aircraft 3 Support

• Mosquito Fire (North Ops) – 39 Taskings
• Clear Fire (AK) – 26 taskings
• Bean Complex (AK)  - 29 Taskings
• Hermits Peak/Calf Canyon (SW) – 25 Taskings

Mosquito Clear Hermits Peak
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FIRMS (Fire Information for Resource 
Management System)

• Replacement for Active Fire Maps (AFM) site
• Collaboration between USFS and NASA
• Enhanced capabilities for real-time satellite active fire 

detection data 
• Active fire detections, satellite imagery and other 

relevant data for the US and Canada in an interactive
• Satellite imagery accessible from Global Imagery 

Browse Services (GIBS) and as custom subsets from 
Worldview Snapshots

• https://firms.modaps.eosdis.nasa.gov/usfs/

https://firms.modaps.eosdis.nasa.gov/usfs/
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GTAC Training Opportunities
• ArcMap is in End-of-life
• New NIFS Workflow
• “In-person” trainings only available to USFS
• Packaged training materials are hosted on FTP:

“GTAC_Pro_Trainings”
• GTAC Training Homepage: 

• https://usdagcc.sharepoint.com/sites/fs-gtac-
tus/SitePages/Home%20Page.aspx

https://usdagcc.sharepoint.com/sites/fs-gtac-tus/SitePages/Home%20Page.aspx
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Thank you!

Special shout out to NGA and USGS analysts.

Questions?

William.royer@usda.gov

mailto:William.royer@usda.gov
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